
The department welcomes back Dr Daniel Yon, who rejoined the
department as a Lecturer in September 2021, as well as Dr Joanna Farr
and Dr Chris Edgar who joined in September 2021, along with Dr Ori
Ossmy who joined as a lecturer in November 2021.  Welcome also to Helen
Olawole-Scott who began her PhD with Dr Yon in October 2021.

Two new postdoctoral researchers have joined the Action and Perception
lab: Dr Emma Ward will be asking how people distinguish between
sensory information that is a useful basis for forming future expectations
and that which is irrelevant or unreliable, and Dr Matan Mazor will be
examining and resolving the paradoxes that arise when considering how
predictions shape perception.
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The department bids farewell to Professor

Mike Oaksford, who served for 16

successful years as Head of Department 

 between October 2005 and April 2021.  His

retirement began on the 1st March 2022,

and he is seen here doing what he intends

to do a lot more of in retirement.

The department also bids farewell to Professor Anne Richards, Dr. Virginia

Eatough, and Mr Harish Patel, our technical services manager who has been

with Birkbeck since 1980, as well as Sam Blakeman, who recently left a short

postdoc position with Professor Denis Mareschal to take up a full-time researcher

role at Sony AI in Zurich.  
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In other news...

The final report of the 2014-2017
TRIGGER project, on which
Professor Belinda Brooks-Gordon
was a member of the board, has
been published.

Congratulations to Professor
Iroise Dumontheil who was
elected to become a board
member of the International Mind,
Brain and Education Society
(IMBES) in September 2021. 

Dr Elisa Ferre joined the department in

September 2021 when she took over as

Director of the Psychology Undergraduate

Programme.  She is the Director of the

Vestibular Neuroscience Laboratory which

combines experimental psychology,

cognitive neuroscience, neuroimaging,

vestibular physiology and space science

methods to understand how vestibular

(gravity) signals shape behaviour on Earth

and how they impact human performance

during spaceflight. Dr Elisa Ferre



2

D E P T .  o f  P S Y C H O L O G I C A L  S C I E N C E S  N E W S L E T T E R S P R I N G  I S S U E  2 1 / 2 2

Media Mentions

In January 2022, the Guardian published

an article reporting on the newly opened

Wohl Wolfson ToddlerLab at the CBCD. 

 Professors Natasha Kirkham and Denis

Mareschal were interviewed, and

together they showcased the cutting

edge developmental research taking

place at the Toddlerlab.

In January 2022 Professor Iroise

Dumontheil was interviewed by Dazed

about a report suggesting we spend a

third of our waking lives on mobile apps -

and how this impacts our brains.

Professor Gillian Forrester was

recently quoted in the New Scientist

regarding exciting new research in

Science about the evolution of

language.

In January 2022 the Times reported on

the ground-breaking new technology

being used inside the CBCD's

Toddlerlab to understand the way

children learn.  Professor Natasha

Kirkham was interviewed. 

Public Engagement

Dr Fiona Tasker gave a talk entitled
'LGBTQ+ Covid-19 Pandemic Problems &
Positives: 3 Surveys & Interview
Research' at a Form+ Open Meeting in
September 2021 giving some preliminary
results from the programme of surveys
and interviews on the COVID-19
pandemic.  

Professor Gillian Forrester took part in
the Norwich Science Festival in
November 2021 to present the Me,
Human project, which was founded in
2019 and explores how humans are
connected to the natural world.
Professor Forrester, who is the Director
of the project, also held a public
engagement event at Twycross Zoo in
July 2021 to educate the general public
about great apes and the research
project. 

Dr Emma Meaburn was invited for a
podcast-style interview with Professor
Yulia Kovas (Goldsmiths) to talk about
genes and education. These series of
freely accessible 'Coffee with an Expert'
podcasts are aimed at teachers, future
teachers, and students more broadly.

In June 2021, Brittney Chere took part in
'I'm a Scientist, Get Me Out of Here!', a
month-long event where researchers
spoke online directly with children about
what it’s like to be a scientist.  Its
purpose was to empower students and
make STEM more approachable.  She
also took part in a 'Mid-Week Mingle'
interview in March 2021 presented by the
Me, Human project, a 1-hour live-
streamed interview about her research,
the importance of good mentoring, and
research within the field in general. 
 Listen to it here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i2LItADaT1k

Leslie Tucker and Lisanne

Schroer were interviewed for

Vicon's Magazine to talk about

how motion capture technology

is allowing researchers in the

CBCD Babylab to study infant

behaviour. 



Professor Iroise Dumontheil gave an online talk in July
2021 at the Teaching and Learning Conference of the
Bloomsbury Institute on Individual Differences and
Educational Neuroscience, and in November 2021 at the
Cambridge Assessment International Education School
Conference on The Adolescent Brain.  She also gave the
LEARN! interdisciplinary research institute (Vrije
Universiteit, Amsterdam) seminar in February 2022 on
Executive Functions and Academic Achievement.

Dr Elisa Ferre presented her research on the effects of
non-terrestrial gravity on brain and behaviour at the
Future of Space Medicine Conference organised by the
University of Oxford in October 2021.  Dr Ferre also
delivered a talk aimed at children at the recent
Neuromatch 4.0 conference, titled 'Getting ready for Mars:
what happens to the brain in space?'  

Professor Denis Mareschal was the invited speaker at
'The Active Child: the Uppsala-Göttingen Workshop on
Active Learning' (Göttingen), and delivered a talk titled
'Visual-haptic cues and motor development' in December  
2021.  In February 2021 he was also the invited speaker at
the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (USA), with a talk
titled 'Building cognition from recycled parts: The case of
analogical reasoning'. 

In January 2022, Professor Angelica Ronald was invited
to give a talk about the ADHD polygenic score at the
Autism Research Centre at the University of Cambridge.

n December 2021, Professor Gillian Forrester delivered
an invited talk for the Evolutionary Anthropology
Research Group, Durham University. The talk was titled
'Hand to Mouth: Insights into the Evolution and
Development of Language'. 

In June 2021, Professor Mike Oaksford gave a talk
entitled 'Integrating Causal Bayes Nets and Inferentialism
in Conditional Inference at the International Conference
on Thinking in Paris, France. This was an online
presentation at a Festshcrifft Symposium for Professor
David E. Over.

Dr Fiona Tasker delivered a talk at the International
Conference on Adoption Research 7th Conference entitled
'Adopted children from lesbian, gay, and heterosexual
parented families in the United Kingdom: Drawing out
family connections and relationships' in July 2021 at the
Universita Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Milan, Italy. She
also presented at the 10th Conference of the European
Society for Family Relations at Oxford Brookes University
in August 2021, with a talk entitled 'Children adopted by
lesbian mothers, gay fathers or heterosexual parents:
How adoptive parents experience ongoing contact with
children’s birth families in the UK'.

In October 2021, Dr Daniel Yon gave a departmental
seminar at Queen Mary, University of London.

Brittney Chere, Giulia Serino, Allison Haack, and
Professor Natasha Kirkham delivered a talk, 'The effect
of noise on cognitive development during infancy' at the
International Commission on Biological Effects of Noise in
June 2021.  They also delivered a Data Blitz talk, 'The
impact of environmental noise on selective attention' at
the Attention & Memory in Development workshop in
September 2021.

In August 2021, Professor Natasha Kirkham gave a
keynote lecture at LCICD (Lancaster Conference on Infant
& Early Child Development; the title was: 'Development
occurs in the middle of things: Noise, distraction and
attention in infant development'.  She also gave a talk at
the SRCD (Society for Research in Child Development)
entitled 'The Interplay between Attention and the
Environment'. 

Brittney Chere also gave a talk at the SRCD conference,
titled 'How In-Home Noise may be Affecting Learning at
Home During the COVID-19 Pandemic'. 
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Talks and Presentations
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Professor Rick Cooper

Denise Cadete's 'Best Poster'

Dr Fiona Tasker was recently granted Birkbeck Research

Innovation Funding under the COVID Recovery Scheme

(£4950). Her project is titled: 'Grandparents Granted

Special Guardianship: Investigating psychosocial effects

on multi-generational family relationships through family

mapping.'

Dr Elisa Ferre has been awarded a BIAL Foundation

Research Bursary for the project 'Luminous dancing

fairies in weightlessness: How gravity shapes conscious

experiences'.

In July 2021, Denise Cadete won the Best Poster prize at

the BRNet3, the annual workshop by the Body

Representation Network. Her poster was: “The long sixth

finger illusion: the representation of the supernumerary

finger is not a copy and can be felt with varying lengths”. 
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Awards and Recognition

Jason Burton, Ulrike Hahn, Abdullah Almaatouq and

Amin Rahimian were awarded the Most Inspiring Research

Paper Award by the attendees of the ACM Collective

Intelligence conference in June 2021.  Their paper was

entitled 'Algorithmically Mediating Communication to

Enhance Collective Decision-Making in Online Social

Networks'.  

Professor Gillian Forrester was awarded the Birkbeck

ISSF Translational Award for Chimpanzee/Gorilla Field

Site Training in Liberia and Congo.  

In December 2021, Olga Sutskova was awarded an ISSF

award within the Wellcome Trust initiative, towards

dissemination of her findings as a post-doctorate.

Magdalena Kachlika was recently awarded the

prestigious Language Learning Dissertation Grant for the

doctoral research she is conducting under the supervision

of Dr Adam Tierney. Her project titled "Perceptual

strategies underlying second language acquisition" aims

to enhance the understanding of speech learning

mechanisms.

Dr Adam Tierney was awarded an ESRC grant to study

the relationship between selective attention and second

language learning.

Following a 6 year stint as

Executive Editor of the journal

Cognitive Science, Professor

Rick Cooper has been made

an Honorary Lifetime Member

of the Cognitive Science

Society, for “long and

distinguished history of both

scientific and service

contribution to the field of

Cognitive Science”.



Professor Iroise Dumontheil

In January 2022, Professor
Iroise Dumontheil and Dr
Wouter van den Bos
(University of Amsterdam)
examined a thesis by
Alexander James Lloyd (Royal
Holloway) entitled 'Patch
Foraging in Adolescence and
Adulthood: Examining the
Role of Developmental,
Cognitive and Social Factors
in Foraging Behaviour'. 
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Doctorates Awarded

Dr Viktoria Csink was awarded her PhD for a thesis titled:  
'Selective memory and encoding of objects in infancy'. 
 She was supervised by Professor Denis Mareschal and Dr
Teodora Gliga. She was examined by Dr Jeanne Shinskey
(Royal Holloway, University of London) and Dr. Kirsty
Dunn (Lancaster University).

Dr Michael Papasavva was awarded his PhD for a thesis
titled: 'Variability in face recognition ability: Insights from
social motivation, early perception and neural correlates'.
He was supervised by Dr Marie Smith and Professor Anne
Richards, and was examined by Dr Anthony Atkinson
(University of Durham) and Dr Katie Gray (University of
Reading).

Dr Syreen Hassan was awarded her PhD for a thesis
titled: 'The decision and determinants of adjuvant
chemotherapy for stage III colon cancer' (funded by a
Bloomsbury College PhD Studentship). She was
supervised by Professor Anne Miles and Dr Melanie Morris.
Her examiners were Professor Lindsay Forbes (University
of Kent) and Dr Chloe Grimmett (University of
Southampton). 

Doctorates Examined

Publications: Journal Articles 
Arshad, I., De Mello, P., Ender, M., McEwen, J.D., & Ferré, E.R. (2021). Reducing cybersickness in 360-degree virtual reality.
Multisensory Research, 35(2), 203-219.

Austerberry, C., Fearon, P., Ronald, A., Leve, L.D., Ganiban, J.M., Natsuaki, M.N., Shaw, D.S., Neiderhiser, J.M. & Reiss, D. (2022).
Early manifestations of intellectual performance: evidence that genetic effects on later academic test performance are mediated
through verbal ability in early childhood. Child Development. 

Bardo, A., Kivell, T.L., Town, K., Donati, G., Ballieux, H., Stamate, C., Edginton, T., & Forrester, G.S. (2021). Get a Grip: Variation in
Human Hand Grip Strength and Implications for Human Evolution. Symmetry, 13(7):1142. https://doi.org/10.3390/sym13071142

Bardo, A., Town, K., Kivell, T.L., Donati, G., Ballieux, H., Stamate, C., Edginton, T., & Forrester, G.S. (2022). The Precision of the
Human Hand: Variability in Pinch Strength and Manual Dexterity. Symmetry, 14(1):71. https://doi.org/10.3390/sym14010071

Bell, D., Mareschal, D. & The UnLocke Team (2021). UnLocke-ing learning in maths and science: the role of cognitive inhibition in
developing counter-intuitive concepts. Journal of Emergent Science, 20, 19-26.

Brzozowska, A., Longo, M.R., Mareschal, D., Wiesemann, F., & Gliga, T. (2021). Capturing touch in parent-infant interaction: A
comparison of methods. Infancy, 26, 494-514.

Cadete, D., & Longo, M.R. (2022). The long sixth finger illusion: The representation of the supernumerary finger is not a copy and
can be felt with varying lengths. Cognition, 218, 104948.

Chater, N. & Oaksford, M. (2021). Reasoning and argumentation. In O. Braddick (Ed.), Oxford Research Encyclopedia of
Psychology. doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190236557.013.805

Chere, B., & Kirkham, N.Z. (2021). The negative impact of noise on adolescents’ executive function: an online study in the
context of home-learning during a pandemic. Frontiers in psychology, 12.

Conroy, D., Smith, J.A., Butler, S., Byford, S., Cottrell, D., Kraam, A., Fonagy, P., Ellison, R., Simes, E., & Anokhina, A. (2021). The
Impact of Multi-systemic Therapy at Long-term Follow-up: An Experiential Study. Journal of Adolescent Research. (Online)

Dr Daniel Yon was examiner for Thomas Hein’s PhD thesis
'Anxiety and computations of uncertainty during reward
learning in volatile environments' at Goldsmiths.

https://doi.org/10.3390/sym13071142
https://doi.org/10.3390/sym14010071
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Cooper, R.P. (2021). Action production and event perception as routine sequential behaviors. Topics in Cognitive Science, 13(1),
63-78. https://doi.org/10.1111/tops.12462

Costa, P.A., Gubello, A., & Tasker, F. (2021). Intentional Kinship through Caring Relationships, Heritage, and Identity: Adoptive
Parents’ Inclusion of Non-Biological and Non-Affinal Relationships on Family Maps. Genealogy 5: 85.
https://doi.org/10.3390/genealogy5040085

Csink, V., Gliga, T. & Mareschal, D. (2021). Remembering nothing: Encoding and memory processes involved in representing
empty locations. Memory & Cognition, doi:10.3758/s13421-021-01205-x

D'Angelo, M., Maister, L., Tucciarelli, R., Frassinetti, F., & Longo, M.R. (2021). Embodying an invisible face shrinks the cone of
gaze. Journal of Experimental Psychology: General, 150, 1132-1146.

Davis, R., Donati, G., & Forrester, G.S. (in press) Social gaze in preterm infants may act as an early indicator of atypical
lateralisation. Child Development.

de Mooij, S.M.M., Dumontheil, I., Kirkham, N.Z., Raijmakers, M.E.J., & van der Maas, H.L.J. (in press) Post-Error Slowing: Large
scale study in an online learning environment for practicing mathematics and language. Developmental Science.

de Mooij, S.M., Raijmakers, M.E., Dumontheil, I., Kirkham, N.Z., & van der Maas, H.L. (2021). Error detection through mouse
movement in an online adaptive learning environment. Journal of Computer Assisted Learning, 37(1), 242-252.

Donati, G., & Forrester, G.S. (2021). Hindsight 20/20: The future of laterality research. Laterality, 26:3, 330-335, DOI:
10.1080/1357650X.2021.1876720 

Ehrsson, H.H., Fotopoulou, A., Radzuin, D., Longo, M.R., & Tsakiris, M. (2022). No specific relationship between hypnotic
suggestibility and the rubber hand illusion. Nature Communications, 13, 564.

Falck-Ytter, T., Hamrefors, L., Siqueiros Sanchez, M., Portugal, A.M., Taylor, M. J., Li, D., Viktorsson, C., Hardiansyah, I., Myers, L.,
Westberg, L., Bolte, S., Tammimies, K., & Ronald, A. (2021).Babytwins Study Sweden (BATSS): A multi-method infant twin study
of genetic and environmental factors influencing infant brain and behavioral development. Twin Research and Human Genetics,
24, 217-227. 

Ferrè, E.R., Alsmith, A.J.T., Haggard, P., & Longo, M.R. (2021). The vestibular system modulates the contributions of head and
torso to egocentric spatial judgements. Experimental Brain Research, 239, 2295-2302.

Fieldsend, M. & Smith, J.A. (2022). Exploring the Experiences of Four Men Living with Involuntary Childlessness in Midlife. Journal
of Loss and Trauma, 27, 49-62.

Gallagher, M., Kearney, B., & Ferrè, E.R. (2021). Where is my hand in space? The internal model of gravity influences
proprioception. Biology letters, 17(6), 20210115.

Gato, J., Leal, D., Biasutti, C., Tasker, F. & Fontaine, A.M. (2022). Building a Rainbow Family: Parenthood Aspirations of Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, and Trans/Gender Diverse Individuals. In Morais, N., Scorsolini-Comin, F. & Cerqueira-Santos E. (Eds.) Parenting
and marital issues among lesbians, gays, bisexuals, and transgender people in diverse contexts (pp.193-214). Springer.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-84189-8_12

Gauthier, A., Porayska-Pomsta, K., Dumontheil, I., Mayer, S., & Mareschal, D. (2022). Manipulating interface design features
affects children's stop-and-think behaviours in a counterintuitive-problem game. Transactions on Computer-Human Interaction,
29(2), 1-22. 

Gossé, L.K., Bell, S.W., & Hosseini, S.M. (2021). Functional near-infrared spectroscopy in developmental psychiatry: a review of
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. European Archives of Psychiatry and Clinical Neuroscience, 1-18.

Gossé, L.K., Wiesemann, F., Elwell, C.E., & Jones, E.J.H. (2022). Concordance between subjective and objective measures of
infant sleep varies by age and maternal mood: Implications for studies of sleep and cognitive development. Infant Behavior and
Development, 66, 101663.

Havers, L., Freeman, D., Cardno, A.G., & Ronald, A. (2022). The latent structure of negative symptoms in the general population in
adolescence and emerging adulthood. Schizophrenia Bulletin Open.

Hidaka, S., Tamè, L., & Longo, M.R. (2021). Tactile interactions in the path of tactile apparent motion. Cognition, 209, 104569.

Hosang, G.M., Martin, J., Karlsson, R., Lundström, S., Larsson, H., Ronald, A., Lichtenstein, P. & Taylor, M.J. (2022). Association of
aetiological factors for hypomanic symptoms, bipolar disorder and other severe mental illnesses: twin and polygenic risk score
analysis. JAMA Psychiatry. 

Jasmin, K., Sun, H. & Tierney, A.T. (2021). Effects of language experience on domain-general perceptual strategies. Cognition,
206(10), 104481–. doi: 10.1016/j.cognition.2020.104481

Levent, A., & Davelaar, E.J. (2022). Recreational drug use and prospective memory. Psychopharmacology, 10.1007/s00213-022-
06081-0. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00213-022-06081-0

Mainka, T., Azañón, E., Zeuner, K.E., Knutzen, A., Bäumer, T., Neumann, W.J., Borngräber, F., Kühn, A.A., Longo, M.R., & Ganos, C.
(2021). Intact organization of tactile space perception in isolated focal dystonia. Movement Disorders, 36, 1949-1955.

https://doi.org/10.1111/tops.12462
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-84189-8_12
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fdl.acm.org%2Fdoi%2F10.1145%2F3485168&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHh04D0QgC-aLCVJYyozmz40CB74g
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00213-022-06081-0
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Maister, L., De Beukelaer, S., Longo, M.R. & Tsakiris, M. (2021). The self in the mind's eye: Revealing how we truly see ourselves
through reverse correlation. Psychological Science, 32, 1965-1978.

Manser-Smith, K., Romano, D., Tamè, L., & Longo, M.R. (2021). Fingers hold spatial information that toes do not. Quarterly
Journal of Experimental Psychology, 74, 95-105.

Manser-Smith, K., Tamè, L., & Longo, M.R. (2021). Tactile distance anisotropy on the feet. Attention, Perception, and
Psychophysics, 83, 3227-3239.

Massonnie, J., Frasseto, P., Mareschal, D., & Kirkham, N.Z. (2022). Learning in noisy classrooms: children’s reports of annoyance
and distraction from noise are associated with individual differences in mind-wandering and switching skills. Environment and
Behavior, 54(1), 58-88.

McConnachie, A.L., Ayed, N., Foley, S., Lamb, M.E., Jadva, V., Tasker, F. & Golombok, S. (2021). Adoptive Gay Father Families: A
longitudinal study of children’s adjustment at early adolescence. Child Development, 92(1), 425-443. 
 https://doi.org/10.1111/cdev.13442

Myga, K.A., Ambroziak, K.B., Tamè, L., Farnè, A., & Longo, M.R. (2021). Whole-hand perceptual maps of joint location.
Experimental Brain Research, 239, 1235-1246.

Nicula, A., & Longo, M.R. (2021). Perception of tactile distance on the back. Perception, 50, 677-689.

Nizza I, Farr J, & Smith, J.A. (2021). Achieving excellence in interpretative phenomenological analysis (IPA): Four markers of high
quality. Qualitative Research in Psychology, 18, 369-386.

Oaksford, M. (2022). Mental models, computational explanation, and Bayesian cognitive science: Commentary on Knauf and
Casteneda. Thinking & Reasoning. doi.org/10.1080/13546783.2021.2022531

Ossmy, O., Han, D., Kaplan, B.E., Xu, M., Bianco, C., Mukamel, R., & Adolph, K.E. (2021). Children do not distinguish efficient from
inefficient actions during observation. Scientific reports, 11(1), 1-13.

Ossmy, O., Kaplan, B.E., Han, D., Xu, M., Bianco, C., Mukamel, R., & Adolph, K.E. (2022). Real-time processes in the development
of action planning. Current Biology, 32(1), 190-199.

Pavlidou, A., Lange, J., & Ferrè, E.R. (2022). Human movements don’t look the same in a tilted world: Gravitational constraints
influence the perception of biological motion. European Journal of Neuroscience. IN PRESS

Portugal, A., Taylor, M.J., Viktorsson, C., Nyström, P., Li, D., Tammimies, K., Ronald, A., & Falck-Ytter, T., (2022). Pupil size and
pupillary light reflex in early infancy: heritability and link to genetic liability to schizophrenia. Journal of Child Psychology and
Psychiatry. 

Press, C., Yon, D., & Heyes, C. (2022). Building better theories. Current Biology, 32, R13-R17.

Reed, Z.E., Larsson, H., Haworth, C.M.A., Rai, D., Lundstrom, S., Ronald, A., Reichenberg, A., Lichtenstein, P. & Davis, O.S.P.
(2022). Mapping the genetic and environmental aetiology of autistic traits in Sweden and the UK. Journal of Child Psychology and
Psychiatry.

Rocha, S., Southgate, V. & Mareschal, D. (2021). Rate of infant carrying impacts infant spontaneous motor tempo. Royal Society
Open Science, 8, 210608. https://doi.org/10.1098/rsos.210608

Schröer, L., Cooper, R.P., & Mareschal, D. (2021). Science with Duplo: Multilevel goal management in pre-schoolers’ toy house
constructions. Journal of Experimental Child Psychology, 206, 105067-105082. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jecp.2020.105067

Shuster, A., Inzelberg, L., Ossmy, O., Izakson, L., Hanein, Y., & Levy, D.J. (2021). Lie to my face: An electromyography approach to
the study of deceptive behavior. Brain and Behavior, 11(12), e2386.

Starr, R. & Smith, J.A. (2021). Interpretative phenomenological analysis in genetics research. Encyclopedia of Life Sciences.

Starr, R. & Smith, J.A. (2021). People are gazing: An interpretative Phenomenological Analysis of Viewing Velázquez. Art &
Perception. (Online)

Tamè, L., & Longo, M.R. (2021). Probing the neural representations of body-related stimuli. Cortex, 134, 358-361.

Tamè, L., Tucciarelli, R., Sadibolova, R., Sereno, M.I., & Longo, M.R. (2021). Reconstructing neural representations of tactile
space. NeuroImage, 229, 117730.

Thomas, E., Yon, D., de Lange, F.P., & Press, C. (2022). Action enhances predicted touch. Psychological Science.

Yon, D. & Corlett, P.R. (2022). Causal surgery under a Markov blanket. Behavioural and Brain Sciences.

Yon, D. & Frith, C.D. (2021). Precision and the Bayesian brain. Current Biology.

https://doi.org/10.1111/cdev.13442
https://doi.org/10.1098/rsos.210608
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jecp.2020.105067
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Dr Daniel Yon is writing a book entitled SEEING IS BELIEVING. The book takes the reader on a tour
through the predictive brain, explaining how the models in our heads control how we think, act
and feel. It showcases some of the latest findings in psychology and neuroscience – including
work conducted by him and other researchers at Birkbeck. The book will be published in 2024 by
Penguin in the UK, Hachette in the US, and has also sold in translation in Chinese, Dutch, Korean,
and Spanish.

Publications: Books 

Smith, J.A., Flowers, P. & Larkin, M. (2022). Interpretative Phenomenological
Analysis: Theory, Method, Research. London: Sage. (2nd ed).

Smith, J.A. & Nizza, I. (2021). Essentials of Interpretative Phenomenological
Analysis. Washington DC: American Psychological Association.

Mareschal, D. & Blakeman, S. (2021). Fast and slow learning in human-like
intelligence. In Muggleton, S. & Chater, N. (Eds) Human-Like Machine Intelligence.
Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press.

Upcoming Events

We’re celebrating Birkbeck Science Week 2022! Come and
join us at the University of London for a lively evening of
Psychology on 29th March 6-8pm.
 
Our Science Week events are for anyone with a passing
interest in science and/or are considering studying
science at university. We are also delighted to inform you
that we have extended our undergraduate degree
application deadline to study in 2022-23, while places
remain!
 
You can attend our programme of free science talks on
campus – right in the heart of central London – or join our
global online audience as we live stream our Science
Week events via Birkbeck’s YouTube channel.  For more
details, search the web for "Birkbeck Science Week 2022".

Birkbeck Science Week

The department will be hosting an online "Meet the Course
Director" event on April 20th at 5pm. The event is
designed for prospective students and will allow them to
meet the staff involved in running the MSc programmes,
including the programme directors, and to have any
questions related to the Birkbeck programmes answered. 
 The guest link is:
https://eu.bbcollab.com/guest/80d9183e835141f5b3e3745
7c4860cf1

Prospective applicants to the following specialist MSc
programmes are encouraged to attend:

MSc Psychological Research Methods
MSc / MA Cognition and Computation
MSc / MA Cognitive Neuropsychology and Neuroscience
MSc / MA Brain and Cognitive Development
MSc / MA Health and Clinical Psychological Sciences
MSc / MA Education Neuroscience

Post-Graduate Specialist MSc Programmes: 
Meet the Course Director Event

And lastly...
We are looking for strong PhD candidates for a Bloomsbury Colleges funded PhD studentship,
‘Understanding polygenic and pre/post-natal environmental influences – and their interplay – in
cognitive and behavioural development’ with Dr Emma Meaburn (Birkbeck) and Dr Bonamy Oliver (IOE,
UCL’s Faculty of Education and Society). Further information and an application form can be found here:

https://www.bbk.ac.uk/student-services/financial-support/phd-funding/bloomsbury-colleges-phd-
studentship-polygenic-scores-and-development 

https://eu.bbcollab.com/guest/80d9183e835141f5b3e37457c4860cf1
https://www.bbk.ac.uk/student-services/financial-support/phd-funding/bloomsbury-colleges-phd-studentship-polygenic-scores-and-development

