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Gates Foundation funding  

moves African infant brain study  

into Phase II 
Researchers at Birkbeck’s Centre for Brain & Cognitive Development 

(CBCD) have received a significant grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates 

Foundation for a 3-year infant brain imaging project in Africa. The funding 

will allow the interdisciplinary researchers to move to the next stage of the 

Brain Imaging for Global Health (BRIGHT) study – a project investigating 

crucial points where malnutrition affects infant brain development. This 

new grant, worth £671,823, follows an initial grant of Grand Challenges 

Exploration funding from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation in 2012 

which demonstrated demonstrated the first functional brain imaging of 

African infants.  The group, led by Prof. Clare Elwell (UCL, Medical 

Physics and Biomedical Engineering  Visiting Professor at CBCD), Dr. 

Sophie Moore (Cambridge, Human Nutrition Research) and Dr. Sarah 

Lloyd-Fox (CBCD-Birkbeck), will now follow children in Gambia from 

birth, using functional Near Infrared Spectroscopy (fNIRS) and a multitude 

of cognitive tasks, with the aim of identifying key markers of compromised 

development and of guiding future intervention strategies. The 

multidisciplinary team comprises experts in nutrition, developmental 

science, fieldwork and statistics as well as brain imaging.  The team aims to 

ascertain whether malnutrition has an impact on early brain development 

globally, or whether certain brain regions and cognitive functions may be 

particularly vulnerable. For further information visit www.globalfnirs.org. 
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Dr Angelica Ronald was interviewed for BBC Radio 5 Live on Saturday 27th June 

2015 to discuss her recent findings showing that differences between newborn 

babies in their looking behaviour predict behaviour problems and temperament 

style in later childhood (http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02vql2m). The work 

was also picked up by the Daily Mail, and international news outlets including 

Voice of America news and Radio National in Australia.  These findings stemmed 

from work funded by Dr Ronald’s Waterloo Foundation grant and the CBCD Marie 

Curie training grant.  The project involved a collaboration between scientists here 

(Prof Mark Johnson, Dr Tim Smith) and at the University of Padua (Dr Teresa 

Farroni).  The work was led by former PhD student, Dr Kostas Papageorgiou.   
Relevant publication: Papageorgiou, K. A., Farroni, T., Johnson, M. H., Smith, T. J. and Ronald A. (2015). Individual 

differences in newborn visual attention associate with temperament and behavioral difficulties in later childhood. Scientific 

Reports, 5, 11264. doi: 10.1038/srep11264. 

But it’s not always good to be in the media…. 
Tim Smith and Annette Karmiloff-Smith were interviewed by a journalist from The Sunday Times. 

The article that followed totally misrepresented their interviews, capitalising on a cheap headline to  

make “a good story”.  And, before being retracted from the Sunday Times website, it was alas 

picked up by the Daily Mail, the Evening Standard, Good Morning America, Italian and Brazilian 

TV and newspapers, etc.etc. , as well as letters/emails from concerned parents and nursery teachers 

accusing us of being irresponsible scientists… But we fought back!  And, not only did we get a 

published apology, but also a top-of-the-page Headline advertisement for our new TABLET project 

in the form of a letter. 

 

The Sunday Times-Correction, June 21st:  

Birkbeck scientists will not be giving iPads to babies at birth, as erroneously reported in last week’s 

Sunday Times (News June 14), but have just started a study into how the use or lack of use of 

touchscreen devices may influence infants’ cognitive, brain and social development. 

 

The Sunday Times-Letter, June 21st: 

A recent survey showed that family ownership of touchscreens has increased from 7% in 2011 to 

71% in 2014, and scientists at Birkbeck’s Department for Psychological Sciences want to 

understand how this influences early child development.  The Leverhulme Trust-funded TABLET 

(Toddler Attentional Behaviours and Learning with Touchscreens) project aims to document the 

huge  huge increase in touchscreen devices in family life, and the enthusiasm most children show 

for using them, but also the concerns that parents express. Birkbeck’s researchers are inviting 

families around the world to participate in the study through a series of online questionnaires. For 

those families living near London, there will also be a follow-on study at the BabyLab to gain more 

detailed insight into any possible differences in infants’ cognitive and brain development between 

those who use tablets and those who do not. The eventual aim of the TABLET project is to provide 

an evidence base for parents, policy makers and scientists to better understand how the current 

generation is developing in their media-filled environment and to inform future decision making. 

The research has only just been launched – and the Birkbeck scientists are appealing to parents of 

infants from 6-36 months, who do or don’t have access to tablets, to take part in the online 

questionnaire study:   http://www.bbk.ac.uk/tablet_project/ 
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Dr Iroise Dumontheil is a co-investigator on a Wellcome Trust Large Arts Awards (£86,621)  

recently awarded to Tony McBride, from Cardboard Citizens.  

  

Professor Jonathan Smith and collaborators:  Shafran R (UCL) ... Smith J.A. et al. (2015) 

Improving the mental health treatment of young people with epilepsy: A feasibility study. 

NIHR Programme Development Grant (£96,000). 

   
CBCD was awarded £200,000 from Garfield-Weston Foundation for The CBCD Toddler Lab project.  

A total of 2.3 million has now been raised for this initiative which was to be built adjacent to 32 

Torrington  

– see later in this Newsletter under Other News – watch this space for future developments!  

  

Professor Mark Johnson (PI) and Dr. Emily Jones (Co-I) was awarded £200,000 from  

Action Medical Research/Great Ormond Street Children’s Charity:  Identifying early infant treatment  

targets for neurocognitive development in neurofibromatosis type 1 

  

Dr. Tim J. Smith was awarded a Wellcome Trust ISSF public engagement grant for a collaborative 

event with the British Film Institute entitled 'Why we cry at movies? The psychobiology of film 

viewing' to be held at BFI Southbank 14th November (£4,480). 

 

Congratulations to Professor Jacqueline Barnes,  

who was made a Fellow of the British Psychological Society 

Kristen Swan Tummeltshammer successfully defended her PhD dissertation on 2nd September, 

supervised by Dr. Natasha Kirkham and Prof. Denis Mareschal.  Her examiners were Professor 

Andy Bremner and Dr Gaia Scerif.   Dr. Tummeltshammer is off to Brown University to start a NSRA 

funded post doc with Dr. Dima Amso. 

 

Irati R. Saez De Urabain successfully defended her PhD dissertation entitled ' Investigating the 

mechanisms underlying fixation durations during the first year of life: a computational account' on 

Monday 1st June, 2015. She was supervised by Dr. Tim J. Smith and Prof. Mark Johnson. Her 

examiners were Professors Robin Walker and Gert Westermann. Irati is currently a post-doc on the 

TABLET project and will shortly be moving to Berlin. 

 

Professor Michael Thomas examined a thesis by Nicolas Léwy, entitled Computational 

psycholinguistics and spoken word recognition in the bilingual and the monolingual, at the Faculty of 

Arts, University of Neuchâtel, Switzerland. June 25th, 2015. 

  

Johanna Spiers (2015) successfully defended her thesis entitled: The experience of living with and 

being treated for end-stage renal disease.  Supervisor: Professor Jonathan A Smith. 
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Bhatia, J.-S., & Oaksford, M. (2015). Discounting testimony with the argument ad hominem and a Bayesian 

conjugate prior model. Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, & Cognition, 41, 1548-1559  

 

Blasi, A., Lloyd-Fox, S., Sethna, V., Brammer, M., Mercure, E., Murray, L., Williams, S., Simmons, A., 

Murphy, D.G., & Johnson, M.H. (2015) Atypical processing of voice sounds in infants at risk for Autism 

Spectrum Disorder. Cortex, 71, 122-133  

 

Brand, C., & Oaksford, M. (2015). The effect of probability anchors on moral decision making. In D. C. Noelle, 

R. Dale, A. S. Warlaumont, J. Yoshimi, T. Matlock, C. D. Jennings, & P.P. Maglio (Eds.),  Proceedings of the 

37th Annual Conference of the Cognitive Science Society (pp. 268-272). Austin, TX: Cognitive Science Society. 

 
Edgin JO, Clark CAC, Massand E & Karmiloff-Smith A (2015) Building an adaptive brain across development: 

targets for neurorehabilitation must begin in infancy. Front. Behav. Neurosci. 9:232. doi: 

10.3389/fnbeh.2015.00232 

 
Fautrellle, L., Mareschal, D., French, R. M., Addyman, C. & Thomas, E. (2015) Motor activity improves 

temporal accuracy. PloS ONE, 10(3): e0119187.  DOI: 10.1371/journal.pone.0119187Ff 

 

Forrester, G. S. & Thomas, M. S. C. (2015). What is universal and what differs in language development? 

Language, Cognition, and Neuroscience, Volume 30, Issue 8, 922-927. DOI:10.1080/23273798.2015.1055281  

 

Freier, L., Cooper, R. P. & Mareschal, D. (2015) The planning and execution of natural sequential actions in the 

preschool years. Cognition, 144,58-66. 

 

Gardiner, J., Sutcliffe, A.G., Melhuish, E., Barnes, J.  (2015) Paternal age, paternal presence and children’s 

health: an observational study.  Pediatric Reports, 7, 5659. doi:10.4081/pr.2015.5659  

 

Joseph JA, Miles A, Ifeacho S, Patel N, Shaida A, Gatland D, Watters G, Kiverniti E. (2015) A Comparison of 

Quality of Life Outcomes Following Different Techniques of Mastoid Surgery. Journal of Laryngology and 

Otology 129 (9):835-9. doi: 10.1017/S0022215115001917.  

 

Karaminis, T., & Thomas, M. S. C. (2015). The relationship between SLI in English and Modern Greek: Insights 

from computational models of language acquisition. In S. Stavrakaki (Ed.), Specific Language Impairment: 

Current trends in research. John Benjamins Publishing Company. ISBN: 9789027253217 

 

Karmiloff-Smith, A. (2015). An alternative to domain-general or domain-specific frameworks for theorizing 

about human evolution and ontogenesis. AIMS Neuroscience, 2(2), 91-104. 

 

Kilford E*, Dumontheil I*, Wood NW, Blakemore S-J (2015) Influence of COMT genotype and affective 

distractors on the processing of self-generated thought. Social Cognitive and Affective Neuroscience, 10:777-782. 

* Indicates shared first authorship 

 

Kirkham, J., Smith, J.A., Havsteen-Franklin, D. (2015) Painting pain: An interpretative phenomenological 

analysis of representations of living with chronic pain. Health Psychology, 34, 398-406. 

 

Knowland, V. C. P., Purser, H., &  Thomas, M. S. C. (2015). Cross-sectional methodologies in developmental 

psychology. In: James D. Wright (editor-in-chief), International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral 

Sciences, 2nd edition, Vol 5. Oxford: Elsevier. pp. 354–360. ISBN: 9780080970868 
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Lloyd-Fox, S. (in press) functional Near Infrared Spectroscopy (fNIRS). In Hopkins, B., Geangu, E. & 

Linkenauger, S. (eds) The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Child Development. Cambridge University Press. 

Cambridge, UK. 

 

Lloyd-Fox, S. (2015) Researching the brain in neurodevelopmental disorders. In Van Herwegen, J. & Riby, D. 

(eds) Neurodevelopmental Disorders: Research Challenges and Solutions. Routledge Psychology Press, Hove, UK. 

 

O’Nions, E.*, Tick, B.*, Rijsdijk, F., Happé F., Plomin, R., Ronald, A. & Viding, E. (2015) Examining the Genetic 

and Environmental Associations Between Autistic Social and Communication Deficits and Psychopathic Callous-

unemotional Traits. PLoS One, 10, e0134331. 

  

Papageorgiou, K. A., Farroni, T., Johnson, M. H., Smith, T. J. and Ronald A. (2015). Individual differences in 

newborn visual attention associate with temperament and behavioral difficulties in later childhood. Scientific 

Reports, 5, 11264. doi: 10.1038/srep11264.  

 

Sexton, N., & Cooper, R. P. (2015). The role of conflict in the n-2 repetition cost in task switching: a computational 

model. In Noelle, D. C., Dale, R., Warlaumont, A. S., Yoshimi, J., Matlock, T., Jennings, C. D., & Maglio, P. 

P. (Eds.), Proceedings of the 37th Annual Conference of the Cognitive Science Society (pp. 2134-2139). Cognitive 

Science Society Incorporated, Pasadena, CA. 

 

Shakoor, S., Zavos, H. M. S., McGuire, P., Cardno, A. G., Freeman, D., &  Ronald, A. (2015). Psychotic 

experiences are linked to cannabis use in adolescents in the community because of common underlying 

environmental risk factors. Psychiatry Research, 227, 144-151. 

 

Sieradzka, D., Power, R. A., Freeman, D., Cardno, A. G., Dudbridge, F., & Ronald, A. (2015). Heritability of 

individual psychotic experiences captured by common genetic variants in a community sample of adolescents. 

Behavior Genetics, 45, 493-502. 

 

Spain, S.,  Pedroso, I., Kadeva, N., Miller, M, B., Iacono, W, G., McGue, M.,  Stergiakouli, E.,  Smith, G, D., 

Putallaz, M., Lubinski, D., Meaburn, E, L., R Plomin and M A Simpson (2014). A genome-wide analysis of 

putative functional and exonic variation associated with extremely high intelligence. Molecular Psychiatry  

 

Spiers J., Smith J.A. and Drage M. (2015) A longitudinal interpretative phenomenological analysis of the process of 

kidney recipients' resolution of complex ambiguities within relationship with their living donor. Journal of Health 

Psychology. DOI: 10.1177/1359105315581070  

 

Smith J.A. (2015) (Ed) Qualitative Psychology: A Practical Guide to Research Methods (3rd ed). London: Sage.  

 

Stuart, J., Barnes, J., Spiby, H.  & Elbourne, D. (2015) Understanding barriers to involving community midwives in 

identifying research participants; experience of the First Steps Randomised Controlled Trial. Midwifery, 31, 779-

786. doi: 10.1016/j.midw.2015.04.011  

 

St Pourcain, B., Haworth, C.M.A., Davis, O.S.P., Wang, K., Timpson, N., Evans, D.M., Kemp, J.P., Ronald, A., 

Price, T., Meaburn, E., Ring, S.M., Golding, J., Hakonarson, H., Plomin, R., Davey Smith, G. (2015). Heritability 

and genome-wide analyses of problematic peer relationships during childhood and adolescence. Human Genetics, 

134, 539-51. 
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Symons, G., Tolmie, A. & Oaksford, M. (2015). Source reliability in the development of children’s understanding of causal 

systems. In G. Airenti, B. G. Bara, & G. Sandini (Eds.),  Proceedings of the EuroAsianPacific Joimt Conference on 

Cognitive Science (pp. 413-418). CEUR Workshop Proceedings (http://ceur-ws.org/Vol-1419/). 

  

Szaniecki, E. & Barnes J. (2015) Measurement Issues: Measures of infant mental health. Child and Adolescent Mental 

Health. Online April. doi: 10.1111/camh.12105 

   

Tasker, F. & Delvoye, M. (2015). Moving out of the shadows: Accomplishing Bisexual Motherhood. Sex Roles. 73, 125-

140 DOI 10.1007/s11199-015-0503-z 

 

Taylor, M. J., Charman, T. & Ronald, A. (2015). Where are the strongest associations between autistic traits and traits of 

ADHD? Evidence from a community-based twin study. European Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 24,1129-38. 

  

Taylor, M.J., Robinson, E.B., Happé, F., Bolton, P., Freeman, D., & Ronald, A. (2015). A longitudinal twin study of the  

association between childhood autistic traits and psychotic experiences in adolescence. Molecular Autism, 6, 44.  

 

Van Herwegen, J., Smith, T. J., & Dimitrious, D. (2015) Exploring different explanations for performance on a theory of 

mind task in Williams syndrome and Autism using eye movements, Research in Developmental Disabilities. 45-46:202-209. 

doi: 10.1016/j.ridd.2015.07.024. 

 

Wiseman, F. K., Al-Janabi, T., Hardy, J., Karmiloff-Smith, A., Nizetic, D., Tybulewicz, V. L., Fisher, E. M. C., & Strydom, 

A. (2015). A genetic cause of Alzheimer disease: mechanistic insights from Down syndrome. Nature Reviews Neuroscience, 

16, 564-574. 

 

Wolf L , Bazargani N, Kilford E, Dumontheil I, Blakemore S-J (2015) The audience effect in adolescence depends on 

who’s looking over your shoulder. Journal of Adolescence, 43:5-14. 
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Professor Mike Oaksford (along with Professor Valerie Thompson) organised the London Reasoning 

Workshop 2015 held at Birkbeck, August, 5th – 7th August, 2014. He also gave a talk titled, Discounting 

testimony with the argument ad hominem and a Bayesian conjugate prior model. 

 

Organised by Dr. Teea Gliga, The Biology and Psychology of Sex Differences in Development Workshop 

was held at CBCD on the 3rd of July, gathering more than 80 participants. The aim of this workshop was to 

encourage communication between different approaches to studying sex differences, disciplines that rarely 

meet. The nine speakers touched upon the the study of hormones, epigenetics, psychopathology and 

socialisation. The discussion revolved around the need to develop a mechanistic understanding of sex 

differences. This workshop was funded from ISSF funds. 

 

 
Dr. Fiona Tasker:  V. Figueroa & F.Tasker. The identity life course of Chilean lesbian women becoming 

mothers from heterosexual relationships. 14th European Congress of Psychology. EFPA (European Federation 

of Psychologists’ Associations) Symposium: Lesbian and gay parents in the social context: “What they think 

we are. What we actually are” 07th - 10th July 2015. Milano, Italia 

 

Professor Mark Johnson was Keynote Lecturer at the "Autism:  Future Directions" conference, University of 

Warsaw, Poland, May 9-10 2015. 

  

Dr Iroise Dumontheil gave a talk on the adolescent brain at Sunday Times Festival of Education, at 

Wellington College, Crowthorne on 4 June and a talk  titled “Genetic variants of the dopamine 

neurotransmitter system and higher cognition” at the Genetics & the Brain Bloomsbury Centre for Genetic 

Epidemiology and Statistics (BCGES) Annual  Conference in London on 30 June. 

  

Dr Angelica Ronald gave a public lecturer at Enfield Thinks entitled “What is Autism Today?” in June 2015 

in Enfield, London. (Enfield Thinks is a “pop-up learning shop” aiming to raise the profile of vocational 

qualifications, link qualifications to labour market demand and provide a platform to promote the uptake of 

STEM subjects).  Dr Ronald also gave an invited seminar at the MRC Integrative Epidemiology Unit, Bristol 

University in July 2015 entitled "Psychotic experiences in adolescence: New findings from a community-based 

twin study”.  Finally, Dr Ronald was an invited speaker at the Wellcome Trust-funded Sex Differences in 

Development Workshop at Birkbeck in July 2015. Her talk was entitled "Sex differences in autism and ADHD: 

Lessons and predictions from behavioural genetics” 

  

Professor Michael Thomas gave a Keynote Address at III Coloquio Internacional De Ciencias Cognitivas, 

Durango, Durango, Mexico, 26-28 August 2015. My lecture was entitled: "Two fundamental flaws in 

psychology: How neuroscience and computational approaches may help”. He also gave a Presentation 

at National Research Foundation (NRF) Workshop on Inter-disciplinary Research on the Science of Learning, 

1-2 July 2015, National University of Singapore. Talk entitled: "Research at the University of London Centre 

for Educational Neuroscience" 

  

Dr. Clare Press: Workshop entitled 'Social Cognition: From Evolution to Applications' at Bangor University, 

August 2015.  

  

Dr. Alex Shepherd:  Patricia Dore and Ardian Dumani completed a project supervised by Dr A Shepherd, 

which was presented as a poster at the 2015 ECVP:  Dore P, Dumani A, Shepherd AJ. Colour discrimination, 

coloured backgrounds and local and global shape perception. Abstract 516, ECVP, 2015. 
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Professor Jacqueline Barnes gave two talks on  "Sure Start and its legacy", to visiting academics from the 

Institute of the System on Childcare and Early Childhood Education, Tokyo, and the Department of 

Education and Culture, Doshisha University, Kyoto.  June 16th, London.  She also gave a presentation on 

"Evidence  and How to Spend Early Years Pupil Premium" to Wandsworth Pupil Premium Conference, 

September 15th, London. 

 

Dr. Sarah Lloyd-Fox gave two talks at the Flux congress, Leiden in September - "Using fNIRS to study 

infants at risk for compromised development” and "Improving our confidence in fNIRS data to allow the 

study of individual differences”. 

 

In July Professor Ted Melhuish on the Advisory Board of the Save the Children Fund, and was made a 

trustee of the Foundation Years Trust.  In August Ted Melhuish was invited to talk to the Department of 

Education of the Japanese Government in preparation for their review of Children's Policy.  Ted also gave a 

presentation at the government-funded Center for Early Childhood Development, Education, and Policy 

Research (CEDEP) of the University of Tokyo.  They asked if they could translate one of Ted's books into 

Japanese, and this was agreed.  In September Ted Melhuish was visited at the Institute for the Study of 

Children, Families & Social Issues by a delegation of 20 officials from the Department of Social Welfare of 

the South Korean Government. They seemed impressed by the quality of the research on social policy issues.  

In September Ted Melhuish was asked to validate a research degree at the University of Ioannina. 

 

Dr. Marie Smith gave a series of talks during August:   

Smith, M.L., Volna, B. & Ewing, K. The visual information driving familiarity and identity judgements from 

faces. European Conference on Vision Perception, Liverpool, August, 2015. 

Ewing, L., Karmiloff-Smith, A., Farran, E. & Smith, M.L. Own age group biases in the processing of facial 

identity in adults and children. European Conference on Vision Perception, Liverpool, August, 2015.   

Richards, A., Dittmer, L., Williams, S. & Smith, M. L. The rewarding value of attractive faces: modulating 

effects of emotion, eye-gaze and empathy. European Conference on Vision Perception, Liverpool, August, 

2015.   Smith, M.L., Volna, B. & Ewing, K. The visual information driving familiarity and identity 

judgements from faces. European Conference on Vision Perception, Liverpool, August, 2015. 

 

Professor Annette Karmiloff-Smith gave an invited talk on infant development in Down syndrome at the 

Jerome Lejeune meeting in Paris 4-5 June.  She also gave a talk at the Sunday Times Festival of Education, 

at Wellington College, Crowthorne on 4 June, entitled:  “How scientists get inside the minds/brains of 

babies”. On 30th July, she attended the Association for Psychological Science planning committee in Paris for 

the next international  integrative science congress, 2017.  On 4th September, she went on a short walk in the 

rare sunshine before giving a Keynote Address at the Society for the Study of Behavioural Phenotypes, 

tripped on a curb and next thing she knew she was in an ambulance being asked the usual 

neuropsychological questions for concussion:  she got them all right except: who is the current Prime 

Minister?  Blank.  Clue: David.  Continued blank.  Final clue:  Cammm… and she finally got it.  Poor 

question when some prime ministers can be so forgettable…  Hana d’Souza, new postdoc in Annette’s team, 

represented her the week after in Braga, Portugal, at an integrative symposium on Using different 

neuroimaging methodologies to deepen our knowledge of neurodevelopmental disorders. 

 

Dr. Tim J. Smith hosted the Society for Cognitive Studies of the Moving Image (SCSMI)' annual 

international conference at Birkbeck, June 17-20th. It is the first time this interdisciplinary conference has 

been hosted in the UK and it received record attendance (170). The conference consisted of exciting 

presentations, panels, social events (a cruise along the Thames), and a retrospective of the work of local 

experimental filmmaker, John Smith. The conference was only made possible by support from the British 

Society of Aesthetics, the Birkbeck Institute for the Moving Image, SCSMI, the Department of Psychological 

Sciences and the generous assistance of students and staff in the department 
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Birkbeck’s Centre for Cognition, Computation and Modelling 

(CCCM) held two one-day workshops during this period: 
 

Decision-making: from evidence accumulation to preference formation & 

belief updating on Thursday July 16th   

Speakers: 

 Rafal Bogacz, University of Oxford 

 Neil Bramley & David Lagnado, UCL 

 Nick Chater, University of Warwick 

 Eddy Davelaar, Birkbeck 

 Laurence Hunt, UCL  Benedetto de Martino, University of Cambridge 

 Neil Stewart, University of Warwick  Chris Summerfield, University of 

Oxford 

 Konstantinos Tsetsos, Birkbeck  Marius Usher, University of Tel Aviv 

 

 

Associative Learning, Connectionism & Reinforcement Learning: Past, 

Present, Future 
On Monday June  1st, organised by Professor Ulrike Hahn 

Speakers: 

 John Pearce, Cardiff University 

 Jay McClelland, Stanford University 

 Peter Dayan, Gatsby Computational Neuroscience Unit 

 Koray Kavukcuoglu, Google DeepMind 

 Denis Mareschal, Birkbeck 

Professor Jay McClelland from Stanford,  

giving his talk, at the end of his sabbatical  

stay at Birkbeck. 
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Forthcoming colloquia at the Centre for Brain & Cognitive 

Development 
 

CBCD colloquia will no longer be held on Tuesday lunchtimes, but henceforth once a month on 

Tuesday afternoons from 4-5 p.m., followed by wine and cheese. 

 

  Tuesday 10th November:   Dr. Duncan Astle, MRC Cognition & Brain Sciences  

  Unit, Cambridge 

  Title tba 

 

  

  

  Tuesday 8th December:     Professor Michael Lamb, University of Cambridge 

  Title tba 

 
For info on CBCD colloquia, abstracts etc. see: 
http://www.cbcd.bbk.ac.uk/news/events 

  
 
 
 
 
 

There will be no general departmental colloquia this term. 
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32 Torrington Square turns into Birkbeck’s Tower of Pisa! 

Staff was evacuated within an hour of the 

discovery of a hugely widening crack on the 

front wall of the third floor…  all rehoused 

in 43 Gordon Square until teaching starts, 

and will be subsequently moved to Bedford 

Square. 

 

Watch this space! 
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AT THE RECENT ATHENA SWAN MEETING, Professor Mike Oaksford announced that 

Prof Annette Karmiloff-Smith would take on the role of Parental Champion within the 

Department. She is now available, in her words, "to those who are pregnant, those about to go 

on maternity/paternity leave, during maternity and newly returned from maternity, for advice 

on work/life balance in all its aspects (from nappies to sleep to grant writing!)."  We felt 

strongly at the meeting that such role was needed in order to meet the needs of staff. We 

will also be exploring other avenues of support for staff members about to have children or 

returning to work after becoming new parents.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Professor Ted Melhuish subsequently volunteered to act as the Grandparental Champion 

 



NEWSLETTER · Summer/Autumn  

2015  

The Dept. of Psych Sciences isn’t just about brain imaging, 

Reaction Time, and questionnaires.  We have lots of fun too! 

In September, the whole Dept. held a picnic, with fun  

and games in Gordon Square 

In June, Annette Karmiloff-Smith held a luncheon  

party for her team and their partners at her barn in  

Braughing, Hertfordshire.  A good time was had  

by all.  It was one of the few days of actual  

Summer this year! 

 


